[Pyogenic liver abscess. A descriptive study of 35 cases].
Thirty-five patients with pyogenic hepatic abscess (PHA) attended over 13 years in a general hospital were studied. The aim of the study was to know the usefulness of the performance of opaque enema in patients with cryptogenic PHA and the prognosis of the patients treated with only antibiotics. The most frequent clinical and analytical manifestations were fever and leukocytosis. Other less frequent findings were abdominal pain, hepatomegaly and elevated alkaline phosphatase and aspartate aminotransferase levels. One third of the patients presented radiologic alterations at the base of the right hemithorax. Colon studies in the patients with cryptogenic PHA performed to discard another origin of the abscess demonstrated very low profitability. Abdominal echography showed adequate sensitivity (0.85) in the diagnosis of PHA and allowed percutaneous drainage to be performed in most of the cases. The patients who were treated with only antibiotics presented a significantly worse prognosis than those treated with antibiotics and drainage (p = 0.03). Drainage of the PHA also allowed a decrease in the length of fever duration.